“More Than A Bridesmaid” — Appeared in the Oregonian (Oregon’s largest newspaper) on March 15™ 2005.
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ashington County’s first-ever

bridal show unfolds this weekend

with all the hopeful expectations

of a debutante’s coming-out ball.

«  Organizers of the vendor-

packed Washington County Bridal Showcase and
community leaders see the event at the Embassy
Suites Hotel in Tigard as a possible barometer of big
things to come. Portland has long overshadowed
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What: The Washington County
Bridal Showcase, the county's first
ever, featuring more than 70
vendors

When: 9 am. to 5 p.m. Saturday
and Sunday

Where: Embassy Suites Hotel,
9000 SW. Washington Square
Road, Tigard.

Tickets: 56 at the door; $3 off
coupon available online,

On the Web:
www.washingtoncountybridalshow
case.com )

once-rural Washington
County, drawing most
conventions, concerts
and events.

This show, coupled
with a planned
exhibition center at the
Washington County
Fair Complex, brings
oomph to the idea that
Beaverton, Tigard and
Hillsboro have
populations and

buying power deserving of front-door service.

“I'd like to see more of our dollars not be exported
to downtown Portland,” says Penny Bakefelt,
executive director of the Convention & Visitors
Bureau of Washington County.

“Having our own events center makes it more
convenient for us who live and work here.”

Lora Heil-Frone wishes the exposition center,

slated for completion in late 2006, were up and
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Inside: it takes patience for Liz Weiler of Aloha to create the little couples that
adorn wedding cakes. She calls each one a piece of art that newlyweds can keep
forever. Weiler is one of 71 vendors who will be displaying their wares at the
Washinaton Countv Bridal Showcase. Storv on Paae 10.




